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George Vanderbilt's
Reason for Leaving
His Great Estate,

Left the $10,000,000
Place in Disgust at a

ft r r\ .

aeries or uisasters,

Farming, Forestry, Milling,
Landscape Gardening,Dairy

and Stables All Were
Unsuccessful.

By Gholly Knickerbocker.
EVER since George Vanderbilt sailed

away for India to shoot the tiger in
his native jungle and to do such

other things as shall eclipse the record of
Nimrod, the tine world has been wondering
what drove the young millionaire to what
it is pleased to consider an extraordinary
proceeding. Some go even so far as to call
it a freak.

i ue line worm is \usu,v mieresieu 111

George Vanderbilt. The fine world is al-
ways interested in a man with money and
excellent social connections. It is doubly
interested In George VanderbHt because he
Is a bachelor and the social connections
that he may make by marriage, furnish
food for speculation.

It is safe to say that no other man in
America holds the attention of matchmakingmammas so closely as this youngest of
the grandsons of "The Old Commodore."
Where George is, what he does, whom he
sees, are matters of moment to our city
from its centre to its fringe.
George is the capital prize in the matrimoniallottery, and the Four Hundred is

ever on the qui vive to know who will win
him.
This is why there were many "Obs!" and

"Ahs!" when it was announced that he
was going off to brave the diseases and pur-
sue ue wnu oeasis 01 iar away inaia.

Why does do it? Whatever made him
risk his precious life in such a foolish and
unnecessary enterprise? Why didn't he
marry and stay at home? Was not his
mammoth game preserve in North Carolina
good enough for him? Why should he
travel around the earth to shoot elephants
when deer were at his door? Wherefore
has he developed this sudden and unexpectedtaste to slay rare animals In strange
lands?

ndrum to the Four Hundred.
.. se are the questions that one hears on

every side. The Four Hundred can't understandGeorge at all. Tigers and elephantswere never in his line. He preferredhis pen to his gun. and his library
was more attractive to him than all the
jungles of the earth. Why, then, did he
give up all that he loved best, take out a
million dollar policy on his life, and go
off to certain discomfort and possible
death?
The answer is simple, but startling. It J

is because he spent ten million dollars on

Biltmore, his Aorta (jaroiina estate, ana <

then couldn't get a drink of water when
he wanted it: <

To thoroughly appreciate this remarkable
statement It is necessary to go into the
hitherto unwritten history of Biltmore.
Most society folk, who fluctuate between

New York in Winter and Newport in Sum- t
mer, with a run across the herring pond t
in the off season, have only a befogged idea j
of Biltmore. They know that it is Iocatea

(
somewhere in the Blue Ridge Mountains,
and that George Yanderbilt is reputed to

(
have spent a fortune on it, but there their
knowledge ends. The general impression
is that the creation of Biltmore was even j
more of a freak than this running away to }
India after big game.
They are wont to regard it as we do the u

construction of a mansion by G. Oliver Ise-.
lin on Echo Island, in New Rochelle harbor, s
Or the building of a house by one of the 0
Osgoods on the highest point of the High- n
lands of the Hudson.the desire to do p
something that nobody else had done or

would do. a
But such people as'these have never seen tl

Biltmore. They have never stood on the d
ram; 'douce at Biltmore House and N
watched the sun come up over the peaks of is
the Blue Itldge Mountains until it seemed tl
to set the whole dome of the sky on Are. N
They have never at evening studied the tl
wonderful changes in the atmosphere as k
the sua sinks, brilliantly coloring every y
cloud to a bright copper hue, which changes V
gradually through every warm shade, red
and pink and green, uutil at last only the
gray of night is left.

Pleased l»y Mountain Scenery.
It was these beauties of the North Caro- n|

lina mountains that first attracted the at- w
tention of George Yanderbilt. It is related t8
that the first time he came to Asheville, j)(
which is tire pretty little town nearest to ei
his estate, it was raining, and he was so [a
disgusted with the general appearance of
things that he ordered his special car to
be ready to take him away the following er
mnrninsr.
t» Ol

Fortnnately for Asheville and the future P(
of Biltniore, the weather cleared during th
the night, and the next morning George ni

Vanderbllt, rising early, was treated to the
sight of one of those glorious sunrises to
which I have referred. He countermanded 'o
the order with regard to his car and con- to
eluded to stay the day out at least. 10

Standing on the piazza of the Battery te

Park Hotel, he looked away to the north ^c.and saw the peak of the Roan Mountain, In haTennessee, a distance of sixty miles.
Southward was the grim outline of Caesar's

m;Head, a mountain in South Carolina, fifty ymiles away. To the west, dim in that blue
haze which gives to this range of moun- mtains its name, was the Georgia line, ninety ^amiles away. To the east, standing bare a
and bleak, and reflecting from its summit an
the sun's rays, that fell upon its snows, p0was Mount Mitchell, the highest peak east wjof the Rocky Mountains. fls
George Vanderbilt was charmed with this it.
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The bachelor millionai
and falling- down. All the ex]
brothers-in-law, he has abandoi
cut down, work upon the exte

view, as is every one else that sees It. The
plateau upon which Ashevllle stands lies in
the shallow cup of the mountains as the
bottom lies in a saucer. To the beauties
ui me muumain scenery was uuueu a

climate that seemed to tingle with health.
The more young Vanderhllt studied the:
situation the more lie became pleased with
It. He sent word to the railroad to side-
track his special car until further orders, *

which were not given for six weeks after- *

ward.
In the meantime he rode and drove

through all the mountains of the neighbor-
hood. One day, when he had ridden to the
top of a mountain and had stood for a long'
time, delighted with the view, the idea '

came to him that this would be a splendid
place in which to establish a grand estate
that would in its proportions and equipmentrival any of the great baronial pos-

'

sessions of the Old World. He conceived
the scheme of building there, in the heart
of those smoky peaks, a castle such as
America had not known before. He select-
ed a site already occupied by a Southern
millionaire and offered to purchase it, hut
the Southerner would not sell.

Ktxed a Mountain Over.
Then George decided to make a site (

uifi uiuiaeu ucucr luuii tiuy in me neign-
borhood. He bought a tract of land on twhich was a high mountain. Nature had
aot intended this mountain for a building r

such as Vanderbilt contemplated, and so
'

Greorge sat about to correct the errors of
^the Creator. He simply cut off the top

>f the mountain, and with that part which
was cut off, he built an addition to the
part that was left, making the site on
which Biltmore House now stands.
And before we go any further, It is just c

ts well to understand that in speaking of r
his wonderful Vanderbilt possession a dis- c

;lnction is made between Biltmore and ^Biltmore House. Biltmore is the whole
:state. Biltmore House is the castle. It
s well to remember this among the friends
if Mr. Vanderbilt and the aristocracy of *
isheville, which is pretty well limited -t:
o the Vanderbilt following. To speak of b
Jiltmore House simply as Biltmore is to t
ie guilty of a decided faux pas.; C
The fact that George Vanderbilt had g
ndertaken to alter the Blue Ridge Moun- it
ains to suit his purpose in erecting a man- tl
ion at once called to him the attention n
f the whole of Western North Carolina. A ti
urn iiihl cuum move muuuiaius muBi oe u. ie
erson of importance, the natives argued, c
There was something else about George, tl
owever, that proved more attractive than fi
lis potentiality. It was the fact that he
ldn't seem to care what anything cost. ^
ow, a man of that description anywhere q
i always a mark for people who have c
lings to sell. He was a special mark in fj
orth Carolina. The first tract of land ei
iat George Vanderbilt bought there was sl
nown as the old Patton plantation. The
ear before this property came into Mr. ^
anderbilt's possession, it was offered in q.
le open market for $20,000. He paid Q37,500 In cash for it. EJust as soon as the terms of this sale belmeknown, everybody in Buncombe ^ounty, which Is the rather remarkable ^lme of the county in which Biltmore is,
anted to sell George Vanderbilt real es- ^ite. He accommodated many of them. He
)ught farm after farm adjoining his prop-

a

ty at prices that made the farmers hi- r

.rlous with joy. .

Thousands of Acres of Forest. a(

uui tins sort or acquisition was not rapid
tough for George. He wanted something s!
g and he wanted it quick. The highest !lI
>lnt in his immediate neighborhood was
e peak of Mount Pisgah. As there was
>thing too high for George he bought S

sgah. In order to get the peak, he took w'

ith it what was known as the Pisgah at
rest tract. It was real estate belonging
the Cameron family, and numbered k'

7,000 acres. The Camerons had paid 35
nts an acre for it. George paid $1.50 am th
re. But this was only a bagatelle to Pc
hat the ultimate cost proved to be. He ph
d surveys made, established new lines, o'
\ 1'kpfl n (1 TV hnnn/1 o~ -*-1 r

auu UHUgCLIier
ide improvements until the final cost to an
m was something like $20 an acre. vo
A.t this time he seems to have had some th
tie touch of that spirit of hunting that iu<
s led him away to India. He established r.
great game preserve on Mount Pisgah, go
d there built a hunting lodge at the de
st of $25,000. He stocked the preserve in
th deer and bear, and game birds, and
h at a coat corresponding to the reat of i
If George ever killed anything on the qu

IREBECAl

;e, the $2,000,c
abandonei

ire found that he could not get a gl
periments he made upon the gigan
aed the plan of building up an unr

nsions and improvements stopped,
f

Risgah preserve, nobody In Asheville ever
heard of It. It is known that he went a
few times to the lodge, but it is not recordedthat his stock of game was lessened
by his own gun.
Of the exterior of Blltmore House I shall

not go into any lengthy description.
Neither In its architectural design, which
Is renaissance, nor in Its coloring, which
suggests a charlotte russe, is It particularly
attractive. The thing that caught my fancy
most of all the external objects was the
rampe douce. Through this remarkable
structure runs a stream of limpid water
that finds its exit through the mouths of a
half dozen gigantic iron representations of
llamond back terrapin. Spouting thence it
rushes away in a little stream and over
irtificlal cascades into an artificial lake.
On the posts at Biltmore House are marblefigures of -mythological creatures, half

fvomen and half lions, that were imported
by George Vanderbilt from Rome for the
lecorative purpose that they serve. To the
average visitor, that is a person who has
a permit to drive through the Biltmore
pstate, the rampe douce and the lion ladies
ire the only objects at Biltmore House that
may be closely inspected. No stranger is
permitted to come within a hundred yards
>f the house itself.
This was not always so. In the beglnlingGeorge Vanderbilt very generouslv

)ermitted the general public to wander
ibout and study his house closely from the
)utside. But that spirit of vandalism
vhich makes Itself apparent In the conduct
if most tourists appeared here in such an
iggravated form that the house, the statu-
iry and all other objects thnt could be
lipped with hammers were attacked and
lefaeed until it became necessary for the
reservation of his property to forbid any
ine not Mr. Vanderbilt'e own guest to
ome within reaching distance of his pershableproperty.

The i|«2,000,000 Castle.
It required seven years to build Biltmore
louse, and the cost of the structure Is esimatedat $'2,000,000. The interior of the
ouse is far more interesting than the exerior.It has about ninety rooms in all.
»f the most of these it is not necessary to
o Into any description. The features that
iterested me most were the library and
tie bathtub. The latter is of solid Italian [
larble, and is round in shape like a bap- '

:smal font. It is so large that Ned Bulk;y,Prescott Lawrence, and Charles West- 1

hester Bates could disport themselves 1

lere at one nnd the same time with all the j
eedom and joy of seals at play.
The library is in height half thai of the *

'hole house, while the length is the bieadth
? the house.full fifty feet. It is finished in ,
ircassian walnut, imported for the purpose j
ow the shores of the Red Sea. In one ,

id is an immense fireplace, over which a j
rnir runs to the second tier of book i
leives. The ceiling is made of a tapestry i
rought from an old European palace, i
he shelves are filled with rare books. One r

f these is a copy of the first edition of
unyon's "Pilgrim Progress." I mention
lis particular book because It illustrates £
le religious Tendency or tne master or *

lltmore. I

Leading from the library is George Van- v

rbil's "den," which is finished like the 1

rger room in the same Circassian walnut v

om the shores of the Red Sea. The door
nneeting the two apartments is carved so
3 to represent the life-size figure of a jonl: lifting his finger to his lips, the
glial for silence. It is in these two 0
tartmeuts that George Vanderbllt takes $
s greatest joy of Biltmore House. Once j
ere, he forgets about the Pisgah pre- r
rve, and it Is for this reason that the
orld in which he moves was so astonished ti
his determination to go to India. G
A Tinth or vnnm f Vi o f lnvr*i+r»ci cturl" ic

lown as the tapestry room, one side of w
tiich is hung with fine old portieres and e;
e walls of which are devoted to family a:
rtralts. Among these is an excellent n
:ture of himself and a splendid portrait F
his mother. h

i'he latter occupies the place of honor ir
d illustrates in that occupation the de- pi
tion of George Vanderbllt to one who, re
rough his life and till she died, was pi
>ro to him than all else. s(
file pictures, the tapestries on cloth of \1
Id, the antique portieres and the other ni
notations of this room make it exquisite tl
its effect. Ii
The Grand Banquet Room. N

Adjoining the library is the grand ban- w

et room of Biltmore House. It is ninety pi
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ass of water in the great place, that
tic estate proved entirely unsatisfac
ivalled country place, and has goni
, and the fancy cattle and thorougl
feet long, forty feet wide, and the height
of the house itself. In one end of this
magnificent chamber is an organ loft, from
which it was expected by the master of
Biltmore would pour forth the music to
which he is devoted, and which he has
always loved so well. On the walls of this
banquet hall are the flags of the thirteen
original States of the Union. In the end
opposite the organ loft is a grand fireplace,or rather three fireplaces in one,
with a great marble slab topping the three,
and bearing a superbly carved huhtine
scene cut in the stone.
On the wonderful stone spiral staircase

that is self supporting, of the grand billiard
room and the swimming pool in the basement,and a dozen other things of interest
of the. interior of this remarkable house, I
shall not speak at length for lack of space.
There is one feature, however, the great

Winter garden, that should not be omitted.
Here the sunlight falls sharply in the Wintertime, and the presence of plants giye
a suggestion of Summer. Into it every
hall leads. It is the grand central ending
of all the corridors in Biltmore House.
Interesting as the interior of Biltmore

House is, and great as is the mansion when
one is in it, the estate itself so far dominatesthe house that when one contemplatesit as a whole the house sinks into
insignificance. From the gates of Biitmore
on the east, in a straight line across the
mountains to Hominy Valley in the west, is
a distance of thirty-five miles. George Vanderbiltowns it all. What the average width
of his possessions is I do not know, but
the total number of acres in the estate is
one hundred and twenty thousand. No
other man that I know owns any such
property.
But it is not in the mere extent of real

estate that Biltmore is most wonderful.
It is in the effort which George Vanderbilt
has made there to improve the work of the
Creator. In the first place, he stripped
vast areas of his property of all the undergrowthand shrubbery. And when he had
made bare these mountains he began to
take the snrubs rrom otuer mountains and
replant them." For six years this sort of
thing has been going on, under the direction
of a forester imported from Germany for
the purpose, and by an army of men that
to nothing else, and that are distinguished
n their occupation by a sort of green livery
which they always wear. The number of
trees and shrubs thus transplanted is aliiostbeyond estimate. There are millions
of them. Old and worn and barreh fields
lave been reclaimed and now bristle with
foung pine, spruce and fir trees. As one
irives through this wonderful estate he encountersmasses of honeysuckle, redolent
with perfume in the Springtime, and now
n Winter time lying red and yellow on the
ground, like a beautiful carpet. Vast tanglesof wild roses run along the roadsides
md clamber up che hills, while ferns and
vy are on every hand, and rhododendrons
ibound in jungles among the pines and
nountain oaks.

All il.o 17*141,«. "vwr 1 j

In addition to tliose transplantings, which
lave been mude on a scale that is almost
ncredible, there are thousands of other
tlants that only a professional botanist
vould know the names of. It is said that
here is not a specimen of flora in the
rorld that is not represented at Biitmore,
ither on the estate or in the greenhouses.
Liid, by the way, these greenhouses themelvesare ns fine as any in this country.
Ir. Vunderbllt's collection of palms Is
robably the finest in the world. He has
ne palm for which he paid the sum of
20,000. The rest of his collection shows
he same spirit of liberality or, rather, disegardof cost.
One peculiarity of the Blue Ridge Mounlinsis that there are no lakes in them,
eorge Vanderbilt recognized the error of
ature in constructing a mountain range
ithout lakes, and he has remedied it to the
stent that he has built two magnificent
rtiflcial lakes near Biitmore House. For
iauj jjantr» uc UWUS OOL11 SldeS 01 tH<?
rench Broad River, which flows through
is estate, and it is said quite seriously
i Asheviile that It is Mr. Vanderbilt's
urpose to dam up this stream and thereby
take an immense inland sea among the
eaks of the Blue Ridge, which shall be
> great that his brothers, Cornelius and
Millie K. and Fred can float their mag[ficentocean yachts on its waters. Now
lat Mr. Vanderbilt has gone away to
idia, however, the people of Western
orth Carolina are not so certain that he
111 carry this enterprise to successful cometion.
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the foundations were sinking and tl
tory, and finally, acting upon the a
s to India to go tiger hunting. H
ibred horses are for sale at almost

Winding through the valleys and over
the mountains of BHtmore are the finest
macadamized roads to be found in this
country. They were laid out by Frederick
Law Olmstead, the landscape architect of
Central Park, and they traverse the finest
park in the United States. It was Mr.
Vanderbilt's intention to build fifty miles
of these roads. He has already built thirty
miles and the work is still going on.
The religious temperment of George Vanderbiltis illustrated by the erection of a

church at Biltmore station on the SouthernRailroad and on his own property.
Here are a rectory and the offices of his
estate. It was his purpose with the
Ueucleus of his church and rectory, which
are admirable in design and equipment, to
uuuu a modern village to bo known as
Biltmore. The reason that he has not done
this will appear later.

AH Kinds of Farming.
Another interesting characteristic of this

many-sided young man is shown in the
elaborate preparations that he has made
for all kinds of farming. He-has a chicken
farm, a dairy farm, a truck farm, a nurseryfarm, and just the plain, old, common farm
on his estate. Some idea of the way in
which George farms may be gained from the
fact that he has accepted plans for a $100,000chicken house. Recently, at a fair at
Raleigh, N. C., George took nearly all the
prizes for cattle and vegetables and he
felt very proud of the result. He raises
the, best tomatoes, asparagus, celery, radishesand cucumbers to be found in BuncombeCounty, and he sells them at a pricethat represents about one-fifth the cost of
raising them. For instance: Fresh cucumbersgrown at Biltmore are now selling in
Aslievllle at $1 a dozen. They probably
cost him $5 a dozen to grow them.
Forestry has always been a fad with

George Vanderbilt. He has travelled all
over the world hunting for odd trees to be
planted at Biltmore- He established a
school of forestry oh his magnificent estate,and paid young men from $40 to $60 a
month, with board and lodging free, to
come here and study.
George also went Into the sawmill business.When he was building Blltmo'v

House and making other improvements,such as the erection o£ countless small
structures for the use of the workmen em -!
ployed by him, some seven hundred In
number, he bought lumber from the locai
sawmill. It is said that the sawmill nen-
pie, having observed that the whole o?
Western North Carolina was trying to
pull the Vanderbilt leg, took a clutch at it
themselves. Strange as it may seem in
view of the prices he paid for other things,
George thought that these lumber people
were trying to gouge him. Thereupon he
bought the whole sawmill outfit, floated
his own logs down his own river and went
in for making everything necessary for the
wooden part of a house. He also made all
his own tiles and brick, except those that
were used in the swimming pool, which
were porcelain coated and imported from
Leeds, England.
A Stable Full of Thoroughbreds.
The same lavish expenditure was shown

in his stables, which are almost palaces
and which were filled with the finest thoroughbredsthat could be bought in Kentuckyand Tennessee. George took special
pride In naming his horses himself, and
here occurred probably the oddest circumstancein equine nomenclature. He called
one of his horses Hall Calne and named a",
the rest of them after the title or the
characters of Caine's novels. George's literarybent made itself manifest even in his
stable.
The dairy farm was equipped on the

same generous plan. He bought one herd
of Jersey cattle that cost him .$60,000. He
considered $4,000 for a single bull as nothing.George sells milk and butter in the
Ashevllle market, but if the Ashevllle
people were to pay anything like what
the product costs him they would not have
butter and milk oftener than once a year,
George also took a lively Interest in the

colored people of Buncombe County. He
built them a nlace of worshin in Ashevllle
of his own denomination, the Protestant
Episcopal Church, and erected an insti-
tute for young men of that race. Incidentallyhe raised the rate of wages, which
was not as agreeable to the people of
Western North Carolina as some other
things that he did. 1

Adjoining Biltmore was a mountain known
locally as Busbee. George did not care
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le precious marbles cracking
xlvice of the shrewdest of his
elp upon the estate has been
any price.
for Busbee. It wasn't nearly as high as

Pisgnh, and there was nothing about It
that was In any way distinctive.1 from the
mountains that he already owned. One
day, however, he learned that on the top
of Busbee was a spring of very flue water,
such as may be found not Infrequently In
'.these iho'tfri tains. Hut this particular spring
was so clear and so limpid and so sweet
that Geoi-ge coveted Its waters. Kte"wantedthe spring, and so he bought the mountain.')
He constructed a reservoir, put up the

most elaborate pumpingmachinery and laid
five miles of pipe, reaching from Mount Busbeeto BjlfUIiore Hoiise. What the cost was
may be better Imagine^ than told. When
everything was done, George thought he
would be sutremely happy. He had already
everything that he could think of or that
any of his hirelings Could think of, and
now be was going to have Mount Busbee
water in Biltmore House. He did have it
for a while and then he didn't, but when
he dtdiv't brings me to the end of mv storv
and furnishes the immediate cause for his
going to India.
Foundations .Sank and Marble

Crat'Iced.
Therefore I will let that rest for a moment,and go hack to last Summer, when

George went to Europe and took with him
his cousin McNamee, who is the attorney
and general manager of the Biltmore estnte.While t^iey were off in the forests of
Norway and Sweden looking for new trees
for Biltmore part of the foundation of BiltmoreHouse sank until the walls sagged,
and the fine marbles used in decorating
were cracked. The man left in charge of
Biltmore, House became alarmed and sent
to New York for the contractor who erectedthe house.' to come on and see what was
the matter. The latter responded post
haste and made some remedial improvement.But it is still a question as to
whether it will he temporary or permanent.
This was a sad blow to George. It began
to look as though everything were going
wrong at Biltmore.
WliOlher it was for the purpose of consultationsor merely for flie purpose of a

social visit I am not prepared to assert,
but the fact is that about two months ago
Mr. Hamilton McKay Twombly, the most
astute of Vapderbilt brothers-in-law, took a
run down to Biltmore. He looked at the
sunken foundation and the cracked marbles.
He looked at the dairy farm with its costly
equipment and its inconsequential product.
He looked at the truck farm and figured on

the price of. cucumbers in the Asheville
market and the cost of raising them. He
investigated the Forestry School. He visitedthe sawmill and looked over the
great piles of lumber that were heaped
about the place, unsold and unsalable. In
short, he took a careful inventory of the
whole place.
Now Mr. Twombly isn't a bit theoretical.

He is always practical and he has no use
for anything that doesn't pay its way.
Mr. Twombly has tried fancy farming
himself. It was in New Jersey and was

very much easier than the same tiling in
buncombe County, hforth Carolina, but
it didn't pay, and Mr. Twombly very
promptly sold out and quit the game.
When he had examined the condition at

mitmore ana nan seen tnat tne experiment
did not pay and never would pay, that It
did lose and would always lose, he advised
George Vnnderbilt to give It up. George
didn't like the advice. He still loved his
dream of a baronial estate in the beautiful
Blue Kidge Mountains. He had made a

paradise of a desert and he wished .to enjoy
the fruit of his work. He didn't care for
the money that it cost him. He was rich
and could stand it. He sent his brother-inlawback to New York. He stood in the
door of Blltmore House and looked out
upon Pisgah and Busbee and caught a

glimpse of the Stvannanoa River gliding
smoothly to its junction wdth the French
Broad, while on every hand were his dear
trees' and shrubs and plants, and so he
turned and went back content to remain
it Biltmore even if it didn't pay.

No Water to Drink.

But as he was consoling himself with the
fact that he had what he wished for. even

If it did cost him more than other men, he

became athlrst, and called for a servant to
bring him a glass of water.water from the
Busb.ee spring. The servant went, but returnedwith an empty glass. The master
of Biltmore demanded to know why his
order had not been obeyed. The servant
replied that sopiething had happened to

TO DRINK
I

Not a Giass to Be
Had in a $2,000,000House.

Water Works a Failure
and the Foundations
Sunk in the Ground.

Took Brother-in-Law Twom«
bly's Advice, and

Fled to Hunt
, in India.

the water pipes or to the machinery, an#
that no Water could be had.
Tiw..- n .- 1T ' *'Tutu urcuTIse v uuuerpilt stopped. The

sunken foundation,- the cracked marbles,
the idle saw mill, the unproductive dairyfarm,the expensive Forestry School, the
unprofitable truck farm, and all .the failuresthat his brother-in-law. Twotiibly diad
pointed out came rushing in 'on him. He
could have stood all these, but lie could
not stand this climax. He had ^pent ten
million dollars on Biltmore, and' lie could
not .^et r drink of water 1
Can we wonder that he decided to go to

India?
Half the help at Biltmore ha^ bgen discharged.The model village is at a standstill.

The hundred thousand dollar chicken house
is unbuilt. The game preserve is unused. The
prize cattle are for sale for half their cost.
The thoroughbred horses mn$ be had At a
bargain. Buncombe County is in mourning
and the people of Western North Carolina
feel as though they wete smitten by a
calamity.
The master of Biltmore Is on liis' way to

India, which by ail accounts is a rather dry
country, but which he probably thinks is
more moist Ihnn Biltmore House was on
the occasion when he wanted a drink of
water and couldn't get it. The. hope of
Biltmore is that George Vanderbllt's thirst
may not be sated in India, and that he will
eome again to his own. In thnt event, Aslievilleand the whole of Buncombe County,
N. C., will combine to see that the Busbee
mountain water works do not again get out
or oraer.

MONTE CARLO'S MILLIONS.
Last Season's Revenue from the "Fools

of the World" Amounted to
Just $7,700,000.

Monaco, Dec. 25..The alleged attempt
of the Prince of Monaco to "bleed'.'' the CasinoCompany has led to the publication of
a pamphlet by a group of shareholders
full of interesting reading, while everybodyis aware that the Casino contributed
largely to his revenues, few' people knew
that, besides the subsidy of the Flince, th»
establishment keeps up the Judges, police,
lighting, water, post office, clergy and
charitable Institutions.
Last season's expenditure Of the principality,apart from the maintenance of the

Casino, which was $4,170,000, amounted to
$050,000, of which sum the Prince had
$250,000, the courts, police, etc.. $100,000,
clergy and schools $45,000, charities $30,000,prizes for sports $55,000, and, the post
onice ana losses siu.unu. Tile dividends on
shares absorbed $2,880,000, making a total
revenue of $7,700,000, which the "fools of
the world" left at the Monte Carlo gamibling tables. An interesting item is "Press
Subventions, $125,000."
Humbert Takes New Yorker's Book.
Rome, Dec. 25..King Humbert has receivedin audience Mr. Remsen Whitehouse, of

New York, and accepted a book on Prince Amadeo,
the deceased brother of His Majesty.
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I close out a line of
heavy - weight suitings
and overcoat goods, all
this season's . nothing
stale or shop - worn.
There's $25 and $30
worth in any suit or overcoatmade from them. All
to go at about half the
price. Your choice of
Suit or Overcoat, with
tailoring perfection in
every detail, TO ORDER,

JUST $1A JUST
IT

OPEN EV'GS UNTIL 7; SATURDAYS UNTIL 10

J. J. Oestreicher
IMPORTING TAILOR,

"L" STATION AT DOOR.

6th ave. cor. 28rH st,

FIND WORK!
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